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sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). uw ui ™ 

sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
sSpTem^ntSBox SUre mtemationaI a PPl*ation as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 
rp , ■ , ■ — j . .. — ; ■ ' containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

ss^sasr^ m e Supplemental Box Reiadng to sequence Listin8 (see section 802 ° ftne 
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Basis of the report 
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Inj^^tional application No. 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[ I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language _ , 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

[J publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

1 | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as ''originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

|^| The international application as originally filedVfurnished 
| | the description: 

pages ^ , as originally filed/furnished 

* received by this Authority on 



pages* received by this Authority on 



| j the claims: 

p a g es , as originally filed/furnished 

s * , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



i* received by this Authority on 

i* received by this Authority on 



| | the drawings: 

pages » as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

f I the description, pages . 

[~j the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

[ | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 



| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

QJ the sequence listing (specify): 

[~] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box Ne. IV Lack of unity of invention 



1. □ 

In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
| | restricted the claims. 
I | paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest. 
I I neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 

2 ^1 This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68. 1 , 
not to invite the applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 

3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 

□ 

complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 
See supplemental sheet 



4. Consequently, this report has been established in respect of the following parts of the international application: 
[Xj all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. 
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Continuation of: IV. 3. 



3 



1 



2 



4 



Claims 1 to 13, 26 to 30 
Claims 14, 15, 22, 23,? 27 
Claims 16 to 18, 24 
Claims 19 to 21, 25 



A constitution shared by the above groups of 
inventions 1 to 4 is xx a substrate for separation analysis 
wherein a surface making contact with a separation medium 
is coated with a polymer compound film." However, it has 
become apparent that the aforementioned constitution 
lacks novelty in the light of the documents cited in box 
C of the international search report. Consequently, the 
aforementioned constitution is not recognized as going 
beyond the prior art, and thus, no technical relationship 
involving a special technical feature is recognized as 
existing among the above groups of inventions. Therefore, 
the above groups of inventions 1 to 4 clearly do not 
fulfill the requirement of unity of invention. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2, 3, 14, 15, 23, 21 YES 
1, 4-13, 16-22, 24-26, 28-30 NO 



1-30 



1-30 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 



Document 1 : 

Document 2 : 

Document 3 : 

Document 4 : 
Document 5 : 



US 5447617 A (Beckman Instruments , Inc.), 5 
September 1995 

US 5322608 A (Northeastern University), 21 
June 1994 

US 5074982 A (Indiana University Foundation), 
24 December 1991 

JP 2002-148236 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 22 May 2002 
Norman L. Burns, "Surface Characterization 
through Measurement of Electr oosmosis at Flat 
Plates," Journal of Colloid and Interface 
Science, Vol. 183, No. 1, pages 249-259, 1996 



(1) Claims 1, 11, 13, 26, and 30 

The inventions described in claims 1 , 11, 13, 26, 
and 30 are disclosed in document 1 (column 4, lines 4 0 to 
47, column 4, line 63 to column 5, line 6), document 2 

(column 1, lines 12 to 17, column 3, lines 35 to 49), 
document 3 (column 3, line 62 to column 4, line 35, column 
10, line 16), and document 4 (paragraphs 10001], [0033]) 
cited in the international search report, and thus, lack 
novelty and do not involve an inventive step. 
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^^JP 03/11352 



(2) Claims 2, 3, 14, 15, 23, and 27 

The inventions described in claims 2, 3; 14, 15, 23, 
and 27 do not involve an inventive step in the light of 
documents 1 to 4 and document 5 cited in the international 
search report. Document 5 (abstract) discloses a means for 
coating surfaces in an electrophoresis chamber with a 
plasma polymer film. A person skilled in the art could 
easily conceive of applying the coating means disclosed in 
document 5 to the methods and devices disclosed in 
documents 1 to 4 . Meanwhile, a coating material is 
recognized as a feature fittingly determined at the 
discretion of a person skilled in the art. 



(3) Claims 4 to 6, 10, 16 to 18, 24, and 28 

The inventions described in claims 4 to 6, 10, 16 to 
18, 24, and' 28 are disclosed in document 1 (column 6, line 
31 to column 7, line 12), document 2 (column 3, lines 35 
to 4 9) , and document 3 (column 3, line 62 to column 4, 
line 35) , and thus, lack novelty and do not involve an 
inventive step. 

(40 Claims 7 to 9, 19 to 22, 25, and 29 

The inventions described in claims 7 to 9, 19 to 22, 
25, and 29 are disclosed in document 4 (paragraph [0033], 
fig. 1 to 4), and thus, lack novelty and do not involve an 
inventive step . 

(5) Claim 12 

The invention described in claim 12 is disclosed in 
document 3 (column 1, line 30), and thus, lacks novelty 
and does not involve an inventive step. 
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